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Calanthe densiflora Lindl. (Orchidaceae) came out to be a new addition to the flora 
of Nepal. The charactersitics, description and illustration of a flower are given. 
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Eleven species of Calanthe have early 
been recorded from Nepal (Banerji 1978, 
Hara et al. 1978, Banerji and Pradhan 1984, 
Rajbhandari et al. 1997, Press et al. 2000, 
White and Sharma 2000, Rajbhandari and 
Bhattarai 2001). During an orchid survey of 
the Kathmandu valley, a unique species of 
Calanthe was collected from south of 
Bajrabarahi at 1400 m. By checking the 
available literature (King and Pantling 1898, 
Pearce and Cribb 2002), this species was 
identified as Calanthe densiflora Lindl. This 
species has not been reported previously and 
is evidently a new addition to the flora of 
Nepal. Calanthe densiflora is the only spe¬ 
cies in Nepal with inflorescences distinct 
from the leaf-bearing stem, arising directly 
from the rhizome. In all other species of 
Nepalese Calanthe the inflorescence and 
leaf-bearing stem arise together from 
pseudobulbs. The botanical description of 
the plant is given here for further identifica¬ 
tion of the species. 

Calanthe densiflora Lindl., Gen. Sp. 
Orchid. PL: 250 (1833). 

Terrestrial herb. Rhizome consisting of 
jointed fusiform annular lengths about 5 cm 
long, each producing a pseudo-stem and 
flowering scape at its thick end. Stem very 


short. Leaves 2-4, narrowly elliptic, acute, 
tapering at the base to the short broad sheath¬ 
ing petiole, 30-90 cm long, 5-12.5 cm wide, 
petiole 5-15 cm long, or absent. Scape from 
the rhizome behind the stem, 10-30 cm long, 
erect, stout, bearing three or four tubular, in¬ 
flated, ovate, acute sheaths 2.5 cm or more 
long. Raceme 5-7.5 cm long, at first sub- 
globose, afterwards cylindrical, densely 
flowered. Floral bracts caducous, thin, ellip¬ 
tic, acute, 2-2.5 cm long, longer than the 
abruptly stalked ovary, the bracts of the low¬ 
est flowers often much longer. Flowers yel¬ 
low, (to the end of the spur) 2 cm long, and 
1 cm in diameter. Spur nearly as long as the 
ovary and its pedicel, cylindric, slightly in¬ 
flated towards the apex. Sepals and petals 
slightly connivent, sub-equal, oblanceolate, 
acute. Lip adnate to the column from its mid¬ 
dle; 3-lobed, the basal lobes large, semierect, 
with 2 rounded lamellae between them; api¬ 
cal lobe quadrate, emarginated, the sinus 
broad, shallow. Column straight, thick at the 
base only, shorter than the spur. Stigma 
rounded, entire. Anther with a short oblong 
transparent lip. Pollinia sub-equal, globose- 
clavate, attached by a single caudicle to a 
small gland (Fig. 1). 

Flowering time: October-December. 

Distribution: Nepal, India (Darjeeling, 
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Fig. 1. Calanthe densiflora. A. Flower (lateral view). B. Column, lip, spur, ovary 
and stalk. C. Bract. D-F. Sepals. G, H. Petals. I. Lip. Scale: 4 mm. 


Sikkim), Bhutan, Myanmar, Vietnam, China, 
Taiwan and Japan (Iriomote Island). 

Ecology: Grows as a terrestrial plant in 
disturbed subtropical forest. 

Specimen examined: South of Bajrabarahi, 
Kathmandu valley, 1400 m, 20 November 1999 in dis¬ 
turbed forest floor, K. R. Rajbhandari 99/51 (KATH). 

I am thankful to Dr. Uday Raj Sharma, 
Director General and Mr. Yogesh N. Vaidya, 
Deputy Director General of Department of 
Plant Resources, for encouragement. 
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